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to pluck that of a common man costs nothing more
than a small fine. But the Czar was careful to
protect the merchants who travelled through his
dominions. None of his subjects, however exalted
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in station, might detain a trader by force or take his
money, and the Czar's officials were bidden to grant
every facility for the sale of goods. This was quite
in keeping with the enlightened policy which attracted
the merchants of Ragusa to the country by mineral